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The Lesson Plan as a Tool for Library Instruction
Abstract
A lesson plan is the backbone to a library instruction session, no matter what the time length, teaching
methods, location or media used. When well-constructed, a lesson plan can provide a seamless
integration of library instruction with a classroom assignment and can help create intrinsic motivation for
students. Also, it can serve as a guide to scale the lesson objectives and activities to the time available.
This living document can also expand and contract with each new session as different situations arise,
allowing you to quickly adapt to different time or technology restrictions. It can also help to differentiate
the lesson in order to reach both advanced and struggling students. The process of decoding an
assignment in order to start building the lesson plan will be presented and then common components of
a lesson plan will be explored. Finally, different teaching scenarios will be applied to a lesson plan in order
to understand the strengths of a comprehensive plan.
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Session Objectives
1. Analyze a classroom assignment in order to select library
instruction objectives.
2. Identify pieces of a lesson plan in order to create a
comprehensive plan.
3. Test a sample lesson plan against different scenarios in
order to evaluate the plan as a practical tool.

Big Picture: A comprehensive plan
creates conditions for instructional success

Nursing History
Course Outcomes help you figure out
the surroundings to the assignment.

This class will need resources outside
of nursing.

Wants & Needs

Library Lesson Objectives
1. Recognize reference books as a starting point for era information.
2. Identify 3 different large multimedia collections: DPLA, NYH,
NYPL.
3. Create an APA citation for an image.
4. Construct a search for a book in the catalog.
5. Identify one history database.

Non-Comprehensive
Lesson Plan

Pieces of a Lesson Plan
• Course Information
• Enduring Understanding – Big Picture Item
• Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes
• Outline:
•
•
•
•
•

Mental Set
Icebreaker / Bell Ringer / Anticipatory Set
Introduction
Activities - Checks for understanding
Assessment

Non-Comprehensive
Lesson Plan

•
•
•
•

Course Information
Big Picture Item
Objectives
Outline:

• Mental Set
• Icebreaker / Bell Ringer /
Anticipatory Set
• Introduction
• Activities - Checks for
understanding
• Assessment

SemiComprehensive
Lesson Plan
•
•
•
•

Course Information
Big Picture Item
Objectives
Outline:

• Mental Set
• Icebreaker / Bell Ringer /
Anticipatory Set
• Introduction
• Activities - Checks for
understanding
• Assessment

Comprehensive
Lesson Plan
•
•
•
•

Course Information
Big Picture Item
Objectives
Outline:

• Mental Set
• Icebreaker / Bell Ringer /
Anticipatory Set
• Introduction
• Activities - Checks for
understanding
• Assessment

Comprehensive
Lesson Plan
•
•
•
•

Course Information
Big Picture Item
Objectives
Outline:

• Mental Set
• Icebreaker / Bell Ringer /
Anticipatory Set
• Introduction
• Activities - Checks for
understanding
• Assessment

Let’s Test the Plan: Different Scenarios
1: The professor has enrolled 3 seniors in the class.
2: The break lasted long and the library portion is now only 50 minutes.
3: Professor interjects about different social movements during the Reference Book activity.
4: You are sick with the flu and another librarian needs to cover for you.
5: One student complains loudly that she can’t find a book on her topic in the library.
6: You are 30 minutes into the lesson and want to know if you have time for 3 groups to respond to the
reference book activity.
7: Your boss asks you how the class went?
8: The director of nursing assessment asks you how the class went?
9: The professor wants you to teach it again and do “The same thing you did last time.”

